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Res ipfas expofui, peroratione ncn utor ; harum e- 
nim tardet. Nee fi quidquam regeflerit DernoulJius, 
ulterius refpondere needle habebo. A contumeliis nos 
femel vindicare & jus & ratio poftulat ; ulterius non 
cxpedit. 



III. An Account of the Impreffwn of the almofi En- 
tire Sceleton of a Urge Animal in a Very hard 
Stone, lately prefented the Royal Society, from 
Nottinghamfliire. By Dr. William Stukely, 
M. D. and R. S. Soc. 

HAVING an Account from my Friend, Robert 
Darwin, Efq; of Lincoln's* Inn, a Perfon of 
Curiofity, of an human Sceleton ( as it was 
then thought ) imprefs'd in Stone found lately at the 
Rev. Mr. John Sotttb's, Redor of Elflon near Newark, 
Nottinghamshire, I was defirous of a Defer iption of ic, 
for the Entertainment of the R o y a l Society, and 
have at length procured the Stone it felf for their Re- 
pository, where fuch remarkable Appearances are bed 
preferv'd, and defervedly valued. It cannot but be mat- 
ter of Regret, that fo confiderable a Rarity, the like 
whereof has not been obferv'd before in this Iiland (to 
my knowledge ) fhould be maim'd and imperfect, yet 
we may content our (elves if enough be ftill vifible to 
favour a Conjecture of what it has been. The Scone 
it felf is a blue Clay Stone, the fame as ( and un- 
doubtedly came from ) the neighbouring Quarries of 
Fulbeck, or thereabouts, upon the Weftern Cliff of the 
long TracT: of Hills extending quite through the ad- 
jacent County of Lincoln. It lay, time out of mind, 
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m the fide of a Well near the aforefaid Mr, South' $ 
Farfbnage-Houfe, where it had ferv'd for a Landing- 
place to thofe that drew Water ; but upon removal, 
the Under fide exhibited this unufual Form, and was 
accordingly taken notice of by that worthy Gentleman, 
and laid up in his Garden for Curiofity-fake Where 
the remaining part of the Stone, which conrain'd the 
Upper pure and Continuation ■■ of the Sc-kton, or that 
which was the o'her fide, and taliy'd with it, may be, 
is now utterly unknown : but upon view, f am pcr- 
fuaded, ir cannot be reckon'd Human, but ferns to 
be a Crocodili or Porpoift. There arc Sixteen Verte- 
bra of the Back and Loyns very plain and diftincr, 
with their Process and intermediate Cartilages, Nine 
whole or partial Ribs of the Left- fide, the Us Sacrum, 
Iltum in fitu, and two Th'gh-Bcne^ difplac'd a little, 
the Beginnings of the Tibui and Fibula of the Right- 
Leg ; on one Corner there feem to be the Vcjligia of 
a Foot with four of the five Toes, and a little way 
off an entire Toe, now lefc perfe& in the Stone.- there 
are no Jefs than Eleven Joints of the Tail, and the 
Cartilages between them of a White Colour dlftin- 
guifhabie . from the reft We mould impofe upon our 
Senfes, to quedion, whether thefe be the real Reiiques 
of an Animal; for the very Bones themfclves are now 
to be feea as plainly, as if prefer v'd in an Egyptian 
Mummy ; a very little while ago, the Society had a 
Draught of a Crocodile, tho' a imall one, found af- 
ter the like manner inclos'd in Stone, from a Quarry 
in the Mountains of upper Gsrmnnj. I fuppofe the lame 
Reafbn accounts for both and all the reft of thefe 
kind of Foflils; and I pleafe my feif in an ocular E« 
vidence, and lb great a Confirmation of what I had 
the Honour to prefent to the ficyal Society, in a late 
pjfcpurfej where I hinted at a Solution of fome ob- 
vious 
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vious and remarkable Phenomena, in the eiternal Face 
of the Globe, confequent to ics Formation, as fet forrk 
an the Mofaic Account; and of fome Changes ic fuf- 
fer'd at the univerfal Cataclyfm, and Proofs of that 
great Catailrofbc of the animal and vegetable World in 
Plants, Shells, and Parts of living Creatures found in 
Rocks and Quarries. 

(ts remarkable, that all the Stone Pits about the 
Country whence this came, abound with prodigious 
Quantities of Shells, and the like, and the greateft 
part of the Subftance of the Stone is a Compofitiofi 
of them. There are many Accounts of them in the 
Tranfattioni, and this Stone has many Shells oi dif- 
ferent kinds in it. Sir Hans Sloan has a £ iuVSceleton, 
amongft his immenfe Treafure of Curiofities, found 
near this Place, given by the Duke of RutUn-i. If 
we look upon a Map of the Country, and obferve 
the Lincolnshire Alfn which I fpoke of before, how 
they run 50 Miles North and South, and on the Weft 
fide are deep and rocky, we may fee the Reafon why 
thelc Quarries mould be fo ftuft with them ; for ic 
is juft to conceive, that upon retiring of the Waters 
-of the Deluge from the Superficies of this Country, 
into the Eaftern Seas, thefe heavy Bodies met a full 
(top, and were intercepted by this Cliff, which has rc- 
tain'd iuch vail Quantities of them ever fince : whilft 
thofe which fell upon common Mold are moltly rotten, 
and now loft. 

Sir Ifaae Nevetws Doclrine of the Attraction of the 
Particles of Matter, according to the Quantity of its 
Solidity, Proximity, and Surface, efpecially that it is in- 
finitely greater in the point of Contact, upon which 
depends its Cohefion and all the Varieties of Phyfic&l 
A&ion, will eafily direct us to a Notion of Petrifa- 
ction. We learn how a proper Degree of Heat or Cold, 
Kkkkkkk 2. Moifturc, 
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Moifture, Motion, Red and Time, promote this Pria* 
cipie, from the common Experiments of Chryftalliza- 
tion and Freezing even before the Fire, and in many 
Chyrnical Mixtures. Whence we cannot be ignorant 
of Mone growing in the Qiiarries gradually, not by 
any fancied Vegetation, tho' there is fomething like it 
jn Corals, but generally by Apportion- of Parts to 
Parts, as is notorious in the fiuors of fubterraneous 
Grotts and Caverns. So that we have no reafon to 
doubt but what was Clay, Sand, or Earth 3000 Years 
ago, may now be Stone or Marble, according to the 
Proportion of Concurrence of fuch mentioned Caufes. 
Tins will perfuade us that the now barren and rocky 
PJains of the Countries of Sjria, India, and Arabia, 
are owing to Natural Caufes, as well as an immediate 
Curfe of God for the Difobedience of its ancient Pof- 
feflbrs his peculiar People, becaufe the fame is obfer- 
vable of the famous Countries of Greece and Africa, 
warm Regions fo renowned for Fertility in antient Au- 
thors. Wherefore there may be fome likely hood in 
the Opinion of thofe who think that in many Ages the 
whole Face of the Globe may become one great Rock. 
Dr. plott, in his Natural Hiftory of Oxfordfiire, gives 
an Account of a Tumulus, now a perfect Mount of Stone: 
and upon St. Fincent's Rpck near Briftal are Fortifica- 
tions now become folid Cliff I remember, about fix 
Years ago, Mr. Ralph Widdrington, Brother to the Earl 
of that Name, fhew'd me many human Bones taken 
from whole Sceletpns, with Brittifh Beads, Chains, I- 
ron Rings, Brafs Bitts of Bridies, and the like, which 
were dug up in a Quarry, near the Seat of the Fami- 
ly, at Blanknef, Limolnfhire ; which very probably was 
jpjain Mold, when thefe old Corpfes of the Britons 
were interr'd ; and fince then I faw many human Bones 
^ad Armour, with Roman Coins, FibuU t &c. found in 
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a Stone- pit in the Park at Hmftanion, Norfolk ; belong- 
ing to Sir Nicolas UEftrange, in whole Cuftody they 
now are, which were conjectured to have been buried 
in Earth after a Battle. From whence we may judge 
it a vulgar Miftake, when in the Ruins of old Caflles 
and Walls, we admire the Tenacity of the Mortar, and 
are apt to praife our Anceftors, for an Art which we 
fuppoie now loft; when doubtlefs the Strength of tire 
Cement is owing to the Length of Time : and in future 
Ages our Modern Buildings may obtain the fame Judg- 
ment. 

From all which Inflance 1 ?, I only defire to infer the 
antient (late of thefe Cliffs, where thisSceleton was, and 
Shells are daily found, intimately mixt in theSubflance 
of the Stone, to have been formerly of a fofter Con- 
fidence, capable of admitting them into its Bowels, and 
to have immur'd them as part of it Cell'; and that Earth 
which is now manageable by the Plough, may poffibly 
in time afTume the fame Denfity, at leaft very little 
below the Surface ; for in this very Cliff the upper 
Strata are yet Clay, growing harder as deeper. What 
Creature this has been, for want of a Natural Hiftory 
of Sceletons, well worthy the Endeavours of this So- 
ciety, we cannot pofitively determine ; but generally 
find the like to be amphibious or marine Animals^ 
Why fuch rather than many others, fliould chance to 
be thus entomb'd, may be thought, becaufe they were 
able much longer than Terreftrial Animals to live in 
that World of Waters, even till they began to abate 
and fall away into their deftin'd Receptacles; fo that 
while the Bodies of the reft foon perifhing, were cor- 
rupted, and their Bones feparated and difpers'd much 
earlier ; this Sceleton, with others of its like, fell entire 
into the Fiflures of this Bed of Clay, which has fince 
pitted into Stone, and made this noble Monument and 
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pregnant Token of that general Inundation, curable 
as the vain glorious £g\P:f<t» MoKsrchs Pyramids at 
Mc?zj>b;$\ to be perpetuate J in '.he teftir.g Records of 
this Society. -See tk Figure of this Imfrrjjloz, in Td.\, 



IV. A curious Vefcriptiou of the Strata ohferVA 
hi the Coal-Mines of Mendip in Someriet- 
fliire ; being a Letter of John Scrachev Efq- to 
2>r. Robert Welfted, M.D. andK.S.Soc. and 
by him communicated to the Society* 

Now fend you the Obfecvations which I fomc- 
time fince promifed you, relating to the different 
Strata of Earths and Wintrah found principally in 
the Coal-Mines in my Neighbourhood. For the bet- 
ter Uluitration whereof, 1 have inclofed a Draught, 
which you muft fuppofethe Sedion of a Coal Coun- 
try, and to take in about Four Mile from the North- 
YVeft to South- Eaft, and may be applied to the Veins 
of Coal a> they lye at Farkigdon-Gourxy, and likewife 
at Btfnop-Sutio}}, which laft Place is near St< ny, but in 
the Parim of Chew Magna in this County of Somerfet. 
For Difcovery of Coal, they flrft fearch for the Crop, 
which is really Coal, tho* very friable and weak, and 
fometimes appears to the Day, as they term it ; or 
elfe for the Cliff, which is dark or blackifh Rock, and 
always keeps its regular Courfe as the Coal does, ly- 
ing obliquely over it. For all Coal lies {helving like 
the Tyle of a Houfe, not perpendicular nor horizontal, 
unlefs k be broken by a Ridge, which is a parting of 
Clay, Stone, or Rubble; as if the Veins by iome vio- 
lent Shock were disjointed and broken, lb as to let 
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